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Pass. When moving on to Kashgar from Sarlkol across the high
Chichiklik plateau I was able to locate the place of refuge for
travellers about which Hsiian-tsang records an interesting old legend.

At Kashgar the ever-helpful Sir George Macartney, my kind host,
secured the goodwill of the provincial Chinese Government for my
fresh explorations, and the services of a most valuable assistant as
Chinese Secretary in the person of Chiang Ssu-yeh. By his scholarly
interest in my researches and his devoted efforts to facilitate them,
this excellent literatus proved a most efficient helper.

When on June 23, 1906,1 started from Kashgar, Khotan was my
goal. But the great summer heat of the plains would not allow of
exploring ruined sites in the desert until September. The months
until then were utilized for geographical tasks. In July I carried a
plane-table survey to Khotan through the little-known barren hills
along the foot of the K'un-lun. Subsequently with the assistance of
Surveyor Rai Ram Singh, once more deputed by the Survey of India,
this survey was pushed up to the glacier-crowned main range above
Khotan.

After our return to Khotan, in September, I searched ruined sites
in the desert to the north-east. In an area beyond the Hanguya
tract we recovered a mass of interesting small relievos in stucco at
the site of a Buddhist shrine. At another site, known as Khadalik,
the ruin of a Buddhist temple, approximately coeval with the ruins
of Dandan-oilik, yielded plentiful remains of stucco relievos and
tempera paintings. The destructive operations of those who had
quarried the ruin for timber and the more recent burrowings of
treasure-seekers had fortunately not disturbed votive offerings left
behind by the last worshippers, among them numerous fragments
of paper manuscripts in Sanskrit, Chinese and the old Iranian
language of Khotan. There were wooden tablets, too, inscribed in
the same language and in Tibetan. Stringed rolls of Chinese copper